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Linking the Past to the Future

Across the pages of the history of the first Nazareth Academy,
from its pioneer period a half century ago, to this day, on which
a new and larger Nazareth Academy is being dedicated, is written
the story of the guidance and protection of St. Joseph. Con-
fidence in the power of this great saint inspired Mother Mary
Alexine, foundress of the Sisters of St. Joseph of La Grange, to
launch vast projects and then, with deep faith in God and simple
trust in the guidance of St. Joseph, to carry them on against all
odds to a magnificent conclusion.

"Go to Joseph and do all that he will say to you”’—this was
Mother Alexine’s unfailing watchword. When enthusiasm ran
high, when courage was at low ebb; in times of sorrow, in trials
of doubt or perplexity; in any, in every need—“Go to Joseph
and do all that he will say to you.” Upon this foundation of trust
in God and reliance upon the assistance of St. Joseph, the first
Nazareth Academy was built; upon this firm foundation alone
the Sisters build their hopes for its future.

How fitting, then, that St. Joseph should continue to stand
guard over Nazareth, that the future progress of Nazareth Academy
should be entrusted to him who so faithfully guided its past. The
spirit of the old school, as exemplified by Mother Mary Alexine,
must be perpetuated in the new: “Go forward courageously with |
unbounded trust in God. In every problem, in every need—'Go
to Joseph and do all that he will say to you.””

Ad majorem Dei gloriam—to the greater glory of God—under
the guidance and special protection of St. Joseph, the new high
school 1s dedicated. May it become indeed ‘‘a better Nazareth”
that it may produce “a better woman'’; thus may it hasten, with
God’s blessing, the emergence of “a better world”.



