STATE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

P.0. BOX 10195 e SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62791

Novembef'7, 1994

Robert Joseph Fieg
2257 E. Christy Dr.
Phoenix, AZ 85028

The Illinois State Genealogical Society is pleased to present the enclosed certificate to you
as a descendant of an Illinois Prairie Pioneer.

You have submitted documented evidence of your ancestor's residence and your line of
descent. The information you submitted will be held for inclusion in a future volume of
"llinois Prairie Pioneers". The documents will also be included in a future microfilming
project of historical records preservation.

Your ancestor's Illinois residency has been proven; if other family members desire a
certificate, they need only to submit evidence of their own line of descent from the
pioneer. Applications are available from our Springfield office, or from me at the address
below.

The certificate features an outline of the state of Illinois with a drawing of a log cabin and
split rail fence. Also included in the drawing are the following official state symbols: white
oak tree, violets, white-tail deer, cardinal bird, and monarch butterfly.

Thank you for your participation in this project.
Sincerely,

Crt dutigorn

Carol R. Gustafson

Prairie Pioneer Chairman
15700-B Revere Court
Oak Forest, IL 60452-6002

Enclosures:
Certificate for Prairie Pioneer: Ephraim Smith

@rgan{ze({ in the Sesqu{centennia/ year...1968



ILLINOIS PRAIRIE PIONEER CERTIFICATE

This Certificate is Presented to

Robert Joseph Fieg

A Direct Descendant
of

Ephraim Smith

Who Lived in Illinois in
Watten County

1834
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WARREN COUNTY ILLINOIS
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
. P. 0. BOX 761

MONMOUTH, IL 61462-0761

OBJECTIVES OF THE EARLY PIONEERS OF WARREN COUNTY, IL.

The prime objectives of the Early Pioneers of Warren County, Il., are to identify
and honor the memory of the earliest pioneers of the county of Warren, and to show
the proven pioneer's lasting mark on the county they helped to develop, by  honoring
their descendants.

The research and work necessary to discovering the pioneers @nd their descendants

is intended to foster and encourage increasing interest in the people who contri-
buted in any way, great or small, to establish the county of Warren.

REQUIRENENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE EARLY PIONEERS OF WARREN COURTY, TL.
YOU must become a member of the Warren Co, Il. Genealogical Society (WCGS) to apply’
for membership in the Early Pioneers of Warren Co., I1. (EPWC) Applicants for Early
Pioneers of Warren Co, Il. must complete an EPWC application form, showing their Warren
County Pioneer.Ancestor(s), listing their descent from the Pioneer Ancestor(s), and
PROVING their descent and the Pioneer Ancestor(s) settlement in what is now the County
of Wearren, Il. before the year 1850." Since Henderson Co was & part of Warren until
1841, those living there before that time will also qualify.,
The Early Pioneers of Warren Co, Il., application KUST be accompanied by copies of zll
documents necessary to: (1) prove the Pioneer(s) settlement in Warren Co, Il. before
1850, and (2) prove each step of descent from the Pioneer to the applying member.PROOF
may not be omitted for any step. These document copies may be either: (1) copy-machine,
photo, or other facsimilies of the original document, or (2) EXACT typed, or hand-print-
ed copies of the original document cetified as "True copies" by a courthouse official,
genealogical librarian, or other official. ALL proof documents NUST show their SOURCE.
A story/biography of the ancestor and the family is REQUIRED to accompany the applica-
tion. The story may include family traditions, articles from county histories, etc.,
but must be shown as such, so it cannot be ‘mistaken as documented proof. These stories
are being collected in an effort to show more information azbout the people themselves
that may not be possible to show with documentation alone. Story should include appli-
cant through their honored ancestor and may include even earlier ancestors.
Application for membership in the Early Pioneers of Warren Co, Il. FUST be ac-
comp?nled by the £15,00 application fee, which covers Pioneer Ancestor(s) who sett-
led in Warren Co, Il. before 1850. 4 member receiving a certificate may obtain add-
itional cert1f1cate§ for their family members with documented proof of relationship
and waive their So?lgty membership requirement. If extra certificate is requestied at
thg time Qf_the original application, a £7.50 fee is required, with proof of relation-
ship, additional certificates requested at a later date: = £9.00 fee & continuing
lineage reco:d must be submitted to Early Pioneer Committee.




EPWC applications may be ledbly handprinted or typed, and with their _
accompanying proof are file: with the Warren County Early Pioneer Certificate
Committee., The committee chirman approves the application by signature,

or requests furhter proof from the applicant,

The final step in the EPWC aplication process, is presentation by the
committee chairman, to the Bord of Directors for acceptance and signature
of the President of the WCGS.

The Rules of Evidence applying .o membership in the Early Pioneers of
Warren County,Ill. are listed or the other side of this sheet., These rules
are the standard by which the prof 1a'jud%ed.

AR - TONEERS OF WARREN COUNY,TLL. RULES OF EVIDENCE

.ng Eﬁgﬁie ggd oxtant of the evideice submitted as proof in this application
gshall be sufficient to prove that tce applicant is directly descended from
the Pioneer Ancestor(s) named in paregraph E of the application, and suff-
jcient to differentiate between any two persons of the same name residing
3n the same area at the same time. v

BASEC WLES OF EVIDENCE

1. Primary or collateral evidence from vital statistics,court house or

ofher Government records, church and school records, etc., are considered
.usually to be bcyond doubt, and excellent proof.

2.Secondary evidence,such as Census records, newspaper clippings,o0ld letters,

Bible or other family records Contemporary.to the Facts Reported,are con=-
sidered alnmost as authentic,

3, Circumstantial evidence, implied facts, or hearsay are not considered as
proof, unless backed up by secondary evidente.

4. Oral, written, or published family traditions are often wrong, and are
not accepted as proof.

5. Printed or manuscript genealogies, genealogical records, or genealogical
compilations are not accepted as proof, unless they are well documented
themselves and proved, or unless they are backed up by other acceptable
proof. Family group sheets and unsupported information from an amatuer or

professional genealogist are considered in this context as genealogies,
~ and not acceptable as proof,

6. Lineagc papers from other patriotic or hereditary societies, by themselves
are not considercd proof. The document copies used for proving the lineages
might te considered proof, if they follow these rules of evidence.

7. Material authored by the applicant, or his family, cannot be used as
evidence. —_—

8. Documents used as proof must, either by themselves, or in conjunction
with other accepiable documents, actually state the fact to be proved.If the
document merely implies the fact, this is not considered proof. An example
is the expression "heirs" or Yheirs at law" used in some estates. This in-
dicates diffcrent things in different states, and at different times, and
is not necessarily a proof of direct descent. If these statements are to be
used 25 proof of direct descent, the application must include with his
application, copies of the inheritance law of the state, showing that, at
the year the proving document was dated, it was proof of descent "in the
blood line", and must also include proof that the Testator had at least one
child. Illinois laws on inheritance have changed many times through it's
history, and what is true during one period, may not be true at another.
Other examples of implied evidence which are not acceptable are: (a) Census
records that list only the Head of Household with numbers for other family
members. These unnamod persons are not proved as children., wives, nor &as




residents, no matter how well they match with other recorés. (b)'A father
is not pruved as being in the area just because & child was born there. A
birth only proves that the mother was there on the date of birth, (c) Blood
descent is not proved by owning the same land as an earlier owner just be-
cause the names are the same, whether the land was inherited , or purchased,

9., 01d 1ette;s, family records, etc.,can be accepted as proof for only the
facts the writer of the record or letter would be logically known, of his
or her own knowledge. They cannot be accepted as proof for facts the writer
could only have cbtained by hearsay from older generations or other sourdes.
Identification of the writer and the date of the letter or record are a
must. The same rule applies to county histories.

10. Land transactions (deeds,warrants,grants,etc.) can only be accepted as
evidenc of settlcment in Warren County,Ill. before 1850, if the record
actually states that the individual was of Warren County, and was dated
prior to 1850. There were nany absentee land owners who never set foot in
the county. :

11. Proving female ancestors as settled in Warren County,Ill. before 1850

ig usually difficult.They must be proved as individuals by their maiden
name. Birth and death rccords of their children usually do. These, in con-
junction with a deed dated before 1850 showing (1) her married name with her
husband (2) their place of residence as Warren County,Ill,, is one way of
proving before "1850" residence of females.

12. The ancestor(s) proved in Warren County,Ill. before 1850 must be in a
direct line back from the paternal or maternal ancestors of the applicant.
nCollateral Descent? ( relationship back to the brother or sister) is not
an allowed line for an Farly Pioneer Certificate.

13. All proof documents must indicate tneir source. Bible records must be
submitted with their title page, showing the publication date. Newspaper
clippings must be identified by their date of appearance and the name of the
newspaper,

14. Typed, handwritten, or printed copies of original documents, to be con-
gidered as proof umust bdo certified as TRUE COPIES by a court house or other
official. An applicant cannot certify his own documents.

15. When a father ani/or mother are above the normel age for having children
the parentage is suspect, and must be provern without a doubt.

16, Photographs of tombstones usually prove only birth and death dates. How=-
cver, sometimes relationshipc are shown on the tombstone and are considered
good proof.

17. Married female applicants must include a copy of their marriage license,
or record, to prove their married nome.

18. It is suggested that a copy of the Ancestor(s) surname from the alpha-
betized Census index for the time period, ‘viz. 1850 etc. of Werren County,
I11., or other relevant states or counties; be included as part of the proof.

19, If more than two ancestral lines are to be submitted it is requested
that an sncestral chart be included to show the inter-connection of
relationships.

PLEASE REMEMBER: A STATEMENT IS NOT NESECCARILY TRUE, JUST BECAUSE IT 1S
IN PRINTI



Mailed Jo-17-94
ILLINOIS STATE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
PRAIRIE PIONEER CERTIFICATE

The Illinois State Genealogical Society will issue Prairie Pioneer
Certificates to direct descendants of early settlers of Illinois.
Many of these pioneers have gone unnoticed in history, so this is a
way to gather information about them. Eventually the information
submitted will be published in book form. In addition to receiving
a Prairie Pioneer Certificate, applicants will be helping to pre-
serve the history of ancestral pioneers.

ELIGIBILITY: To qualify for a Prairie Pioneer Certificate, applicant
must be directly descended from an ancestor who settled in Illinois
as follows:

Prior to statehood (December 3, 1818) - gold seal with ribbon
1819-1850 - gold seal
1851-1880 - stamped seal

Applicant need not be a resident of Illinois, nor have ever lived in
Illinois. Anyone may apply. After proof of direct descent has been
submitted and eligibility has been determined, the certificate will
then be mailed. A separate certificate will be issued for each an-
cestor properly submitted. If applicant wants additional certifi-
cates for one pioneer ancestor, proof of descent needs to be sent
only once - just request additional certificates and send $5.00 for
each additional certificate needed.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Please complete the application to the best of your ability.

2. When completing the straight-line lineage chart, please use
maiden names when applicable. If you are unsure of any dates
or information, place a gquestion mark behind the data.

3. Documented evidence must accompany the application such as census
records: birth, death, marriage records; school or church re-
cords; Bible records; military records; obituaries; estate re-
cords; land records; tombstone inscriptions (give location of
cemetary); county histories; etc. DO NOT SEND ORIGINAL DOCU-
MENTS. Please submit COPIES CNLY, as all applications and
verifying material will become the property of the Illinois
State Genealogical Society.

4. Prepare a 3 x 5 index card for each ancestor on the straight-
line lineage chart. Place that name in the upper left hand
corner with your name and address on the reverse side of the
card.

5. Please submit as much additional information about your ancestor
as you wish. You may use the back page for this.

6. A check made payable to the Illinois State Genealogical Society
in the amount of $5.00 for each certificate, plus the applica-
tion form, source of proof, and 3 x 5 card should be
mailed to: LINDA BABBS, 708 DAKOTA - MATTOON, ILLINOIS 60443



